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Who am I and what can I do for you

• Oregon Employment Department -> Workforce and Economic Research -> 

Regional Analysis -> Me

• Our mission is to provide labor market information to businesses, workforce 

development groups, higher education, elected officials, news media, or simply 

interested individuals

• Our day-to-day involves helping customers access and understand labor market 

information, giving presentations, writing articles, adding regional insight into 

various labor market products, and keeping up with economic trends

• Our goal is to help YOU access and understand labor market information, and my 

services are free!

• Ask me about employment and wages by industry/occupation, job vacancies, 

maritime or timber sector employment, industry and occupation employment 

projections, demographic data, and more!
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Employment nearing record highs despite tough 2024 

January 2025 

Employment
18,860

Change from 

January 2024
+70

Change as 

Percent
+0.4%
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Professional services up, manufacturing down

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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Service industries employ the most workers, government second

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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Unemployment remains low, though rising slowly

Unemployment Rate, 

January 2025

Lincoln 4.9%

Oregon 4.4%
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Lower labor force participation in Lincoln, 3rd lowest in state

2023 Labor Force 

Participation Rate

Lincoln 48.3

Oregon 62.4

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Local Area Unemployment Statistics



As both unemployment and vacancies decreased in the fall, the 
unemployed to job vacancy ratio in Oregon increased slightly.
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U.S. and Oregon Unemployed to Job Vacancy Ratios 
Rising Slowly After Record Lows

(Job Openings with Private Employers, 2013-2024)

U.S. Oregon

Source: Oregon Employment Department

The U.S. ratio was 0.89 in October 2024, 

its 15th straight quarter at or below 1. It 

reached 4.3 in April 2020 after several 

years around 1-to-1. 

Oregon had 1.7 unemployed per job 

vacancy in fall 2024, still much lower than 

the peak of 5.7 in May 2020.
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Most of Lincoln county’s workers live in the county

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, LEHD, Onthemap, 2022

Where do residents NOT 

working in Lincoln County 

work?

Portland 8%

Salem 4%

Corvallis 3%

Albany 2%

Hillsboro 1%
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Lincoln County grew by 0.3% in 2024, focused in Newport and Lincoln city

Source: Portland State University, Population Research Center
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28%

23%

Travel Spending as a percent of GDP (2022):

In Oregon?

5%

In Lincoln County?

33%
33%

6%

8%
13%

30%

Travel spending disproportionately important to Coast Economy

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Dean Runyon, U.S. 

Bureau of Economic Analysis

Total Travel Spending GDP (2017 dollars)

Clatsop $ 561 $ 1,989 

Tillamook $ 265 $ 1,171 

Lincoln $ 670 $ 2,014 

Lane $ 1,000 $ 17,551 

Douglas $ 295 $ 3,823 

Coos $ 303 $ 2,407 

Curry $ 214 $ 702 

All Figures in Millions of Dollars



Maritime and blue economy employment
OED Maritime Analysis vs. NOAA ENOW Explorer
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According to OED’s Maritime report: 1,340 maritime workers in lincoln

2023 Maritime Sector Covered Jobs and Nonemployers by County
Oregon: 13,811 (0.6% of Total Employment)
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According to noaa: 4,931 workers in ocean economy

Source: NOAA ENOW Explorer, 2021, Lincoln County, Oregon



Have you been asked to participate in a Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) Survey? Please do!
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Shaun Barrick, Northwest Oregon, Workforce Economist
Shaun.barrick@employ.Oregon.gov
Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research 
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  
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Thank You!
Please scan the QR code for a short survey.

http://www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe
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